Re-occlusion of the superior sagittal sinus after surgical recanalisation.
A 24-year-old woman was struck on the head by a hammer. Because of early signs and symptoms of intercranial hypertension, she underwent surgery for elevation of the depressed fragments which was compressing the superior sagittal sinus (SSS). After operation, the intracranial pressure (ICP) once decreased, but it gradually increased again. After hypothermia and barbiturate therapy, she recovered fully except for partial visual field defect due to brain contusion. A carotid angiogram 28 days after injury revealed complete occlusion of the whole SSS with good collateral circulation. After brain edema had subsided, a follow-up angiogram revealed normal blood flow through the SSS. Elevation of depressed bony fragments is required for a case presenting with early signs and symptoms of intracranial hypertension due to sinus compression. In a case with severe destruction of the SSS, one needs to know that re-occlusion of the dural sinus may occur after surgical recanalisation.